
Massive, Open Online... 
Conversations: 
How to Immediately Create 
Empathy and Give Learners 
Voice in Your Learning





Social Podcasting 
- A New Approach 

Social podcasting is an 

innovative approach 

that differs from the 

traditional podcasting 

model. It enables the 
audience to become 
creators and 
contributors, resulting 

in a more inclusive and 

diverse experience.



Focus on Listeners and 
Fans
In social podcasting, the audience is encouraged to 
participate in the conversation by contributing their 
opinions, experiences, and perspectives. This results 
in a community-like environment where everyone's 
voice is heard, creating a more invested and 
connected audience.



Hosts Take a Back Seat

Social podcasting is not about the host being the 
central figure, but about allowing everyone to have a 
voice. This helps to keep the content interesting and 
engaging, as the change in voices and outlook can 
provide fresh perspectives.



Take a Back 
Seat Sean!



More Exposure and Reach

Social podcasting can increase the podcast's exposure 
and reach, attracting a wider audience with its 
diverse and inclusive approach. The multiple 
perspectives and voices also provide a fresh outlook 
and keep the content interesting, helping to retain 
listeners and keep them engaged.





Traditional vs Social Podcasting
Traditional Podcast Social Podcast

Production/Direction Top Down Podcast Producer Bottom Up Audience are Creators

Duration Limited Unlimited

Host Needed Not Needed

Flow Linear Non Linear

Recording Synchronous (LIVE) Asynchronous (OnDemand)

Production Speed At least 1 hour delay Immediate

Interruptions Spontaneous Interruptions No interruptions 

Hosting Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Google 
Podcasts

Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Google 
Podcasts & Sound Branch



Sound Branch 

Sound Branch is a social podcasting platform that aims 
to revolutionize the traditional podcasting experience. 
It combines the best features of traditional 
podcasting and social media to create a unique, 
interactive experience for both listeners and 
podcasters.



Interaction
Sound Branch provides the ability to post voice 
notes and record podcasts asynchronously rather 
than live, offering more flexibility and convenience 
for both the listeners and the hosts.



Voice Notes → Podcasts



Insights and Analytics 

Sound Branch provides podcasters with insights and 
analytics on their listeners and the podcast, allowing 
them to better understand their audience and 
make data-driven decisions about their 
podcasting strategy.



Number of Plays, Sentiment, Wordle Graphs





Community Building

Sound Branch provides community-building 
features, allowing listeners to connect with one 
another and with the podcast host, which can increase 
the podcast's exposure and reach.



Social Media 
Integration

Sound Branch provides social media integration, 

which can further increase the podcast's 

exposure and reach.

You can post link and embed



Cutting Edge

Sound Branch is a cutting-edge platform designed for 
voice note recording and podcast creation, making 
the podcast production process streamlined and 
efficient.



Public Timeline

Sound Branch provides a public timeline where users 
can curate their voice notes and add them to 
playlists. Additionally, they can create groups and 
invite others to participate in podcast creation.



Transcription and Search

All voice notes are transcribed and searchable, 
allowing for easy access to the content, making it 
possible for users to find what theyʼre looking for in a 
matter of seconds.





Chat System and Messaging

Sound Branch provides a chat and messaging system, 
making it possible for groups to communicate and 
collaborate during the production process.



Safety First

The safety of the Sound Branch community is a top 
priority. The platform has safeguards in place to 
ensure that inappropriate content is not 
published.



Audit trail on who has 
listen to what 





Audio profiles with 
social proof via audio 

reviews 





Search people’s 
thoughts 

not web pages 





5 Steps for 
Instant Podcasting 



Browsers Supported - Web Recording

Play & Record Play & Record Play & Record Play Only



Step 1 Create your free Sound Branch account



Step 2 Create your Playlist



Step 3 Create your Podcast



Step 4 Create your Episode



Step 5 Distribute your Podcast



Push to all major 
podcasting 

platforms



Alexa ask 
Sound Branch 
to play podcast 
Sean Gilligan

OK Google ask 
Sound Branch 
to play podcast 
Sean Gilligan



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ppI4JA7WBqVdNdA1GNjslJCIg3fYAq-f/preview


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GdAIovdpsrM


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZa32KR8C-E


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aLBhKb8Xwu8


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9RMQDzgI2M


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccaObO5CVLA


Questions
1. What are the benefits of using social podcasting and asynchronous recordings as a tool for learning and teaching 
within an LMS?
2. How can social podcasting be used to enhance student engagement and encourage active participation in online 
courses?
3. In what ways can podcasting help administrators and academic leaders facilitate professional development and 
knowledge-sharing among faculty and staff?
4. What are some successful use cases for social podcasting in higher education, and how can these be adapted to fit 
different learning contexts and subject areas?
5. How can podcasting help to create a sense of community and connection among learners and instructors in online 
courses?
6. What are some best practices for creating effective podcasts that are engaging, informative, and accessible to a wide 
range of learners?
7. How can podcasting be used to support different learning styles and preferences, such as visual, auditory, or 
kinesthetic learners?
8. What are some common challenges that educators and administrators face when implementing podcasting as a 
learning tool, and how can these be overcome?
9. How can podcasting be integrated with other LMS tools and features, such as discussion forums, quizzes, and 
assignments?
10. What role do podcasting platforms and technologies play in the success of social podcasting initiatives in higher 
education, and what factors should educators consider when choosing a platform or technology solution for their 
courses?



The Sean Gilligan Podcast - Social Podcasting

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-economics-of-everyday-things/id1666678354
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/social-podcasting/id1465709384?i=1000598544530


Useful Links
Sound Branch Voice 

Alexa 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Venturesanywhere-Sound-Branch/dp/B076T2JFSJ

Google Assistant 
https://assistant.google.com/services/a/uid/000000574ea3a655?hl=en-GB

Sound Branch Mobile Apps 

iOS  
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/sound-branch-voice-messenger/id1122090661?mt=8

Sound Branch Web Access 

Individual Sign Up
https://soundbranch.com/sign-up

Business Sign Up
https://soundbranch.com/sign-up-business

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Venturesanywhere-Sound-Branch/dp/B076T2JFSJ
https://assistant.google.com/services/a/uid/000000574ea3a655?hl=en-GB
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/sound-branch-voice-messenger/id1122090661?mt=8
https://soundbranch.com/sign-up
https://soundbranch.com/sign-up-business


Useful Links
● Sound Branch Tutorial Videos

● BBC Interview - Nick Ahad interviews Sean Gilligan, Founder, Sound Branch

● Voice Tech Podcast - Carl Robinson interviews Sean Gilligan, Founder, Sound Branch

● How to Start a Podcast

● Create Sound Branch Podcast Site & Community

● Record Podcasts using Voice Notes 

● The Sound Branch Story 

● Sound Branch

https://soundbran.ch/video-demos/
https://soundbran.ch/sound-branch-founder-interview-bbc-radio-leeds/
https://www.seangilligan.co.uk/2019/02/voice-tech-podcast-nanocasting.html
https://soundbran.ch/how-to-start-a-podcast/
https://soundbranch.com/sign-up-business
https://soundbran.ch/record-podcasts-using-voice-notes/
https://soundbran.ch/the-sound-branch-story/
https://soundbran.ch


About Sean Gilligan
Email: sean.gilligan@soundbranch.com

Sean Gilligan is an EdTech entrepreneur with a passion for using technology to improve education. With over 20 years of experience in 
the EdTech industry, Sean has a deep understanding of the challenges and opportunities facing educators and learners today.

In 2003, Sean founded Webanywhere, a company that provides innovative technology tools and resources to schools and educators. 
Under his leadership, the company has grown rapidly, and now serves thousands of schools and millions of workplace learners across 
the UK and USA.

Sean is also the Founder of Sound Branch, a revolutionary platform that empowers people to turn their voice notes into 
professional-quality podcasts. With a passion for technology and a commitment to democratizing the podcasting industry, Sean has 
built a platform that gives everyone a voice.

Sean's vision for Sound Branch is to make podcasting accessible to everyone, regardless of their technical expertise or background. By 
giving everyone a voice, Sean believes that Sound Branch will help to create a more diverse, inclusive, and interesting podcasting 
landscape, where everyone's stories are heard and valued.

Listen to the Sean Gilligan Podcast

mailto:sean.gilligan@soundbranch.com
https://open.spotify.com/show/3OfbgRCjZwe39sIIamY0lt


Social Podcasting 


